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MARITIME SEARCH AND RESCUE ON AZOV
AND BLACK SEAS IN MO DERN CONDITIONS

Kuprii A. ¢.
graduate student
International Humanitarian University
OdesaUkraine

Human life is the highest value among all humantsgnd freedoms under the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and its safety, including safety on the sea
is the indisputable part of the human dimension and relevant mandate of @rganiz
tion for Security and Goperation in Europe (OSCE). Ukraine as anmber of
United Nations Organization and International Maritime Organization, complies
the interrtional commitments in accordance with:

- the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, 1982 (UNG&X)S

- the International Convention for the SafetyLde at Sea, 1974 (SOLAS34);

- the International Convention on Maritime Search and Rescue, 1979
(SAR-79);

i the Agreement on Cooperation regarding Maritime Search and Rescue Se
vices among Black Sea Coastal States, 1998 (Ankara Agreement).

In Ukraine Minigry of infrastructure of Ukraine and Maritime Administration of
Ukraine through the state enterprigdaritime Search and Rescue Sereiie re-
sponsible to carry out the countryods
rescue of human life at sea accordance with the national and international
requirements. State Enterprigaritime Search and Rescue Sereid®SRS)
was established in 2011 in order to ensure the functioning of the uniform system of
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search and rescue (SAR) at sea in the SAR ragfidwkraine and fulfil the cor
t r y 6 s tments @snuinder the international conventions.

Search and Rescue Region of Ukraine covers 137 km2 of territorial andhintern
tional waters, which boarder with search and rescue regions of Republic of-Bulga
ila, Romaima, Republic of Turkey and Russian Federation. Search and Reseue R
gions determined by bilateral treaties between neighbouring states. But after the
temporary occupation Crimea Peninsula by the Russian Federation in 2014 the
guestions about how to realilee search and rescue operations at sea in this area
are much more than answers.

In February 2014 the Russian Federation occupied a part of the territory of
Ukrainel the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol. These
actions are in grosgolation of the Charter of the United Nations and constitute a
threat to international peace and security. The Russian Federation, as the Aggressor
State and Occupying Power, bears full responsibility for its actions and tineir co
sequences under the fiardental principles and norms of international law.

Ukraine has informed the IMO Member States that due to continued actions of
the Russian Federation, Ukraine is unable to exercise properly its coastal State
rights in the maritime areas adjacent to th@n@an Peninsula of Ukraine and
thereby to cay out its international obligations under the respective treaties and
conventional instruments, including the International Convention on Maritime
Search and Rescue, 1979 (SAR), on part of sovereign territdgkraine (IMO
Circular Letters Nos. 3453, 3477 and 3490).

The Maritime Safety Committee of International Maritime Organization invited
Member States and interested parties to notify the Organization of any threats to
the security and safety of navigationthe NorthEastern part of the Black Sea, for
circulation in accordance with IMO procedures. In particular, the followin@neg
tive repercussions of the Russian- Fedel
tions have to be pointed out:

i Ukraine hadto temporarily suspend the functioning of the maritime rescue
subcentres (MRSCs) in Kerch (LRIT ID 2791) and Sevastopol (LRIT ID 2793)
until the complete restoration of constitutional law and order and control by
Ukraine over Crimea. The relevant informaat was duly reflected in the Global
SAR Plan module of GISIS (Global Integrated Shipping Information Systemn (Ci
cular Letter No. 3603);

I operation of GMDSS Al Sea Area VHF DSC Coast Radio Stations situated in
Kerch (UN/LOCODEiI UA KEH) and Sevastopol (UASVP) has also been su
pended (GMDSS.1/Circ.22);

I starting from April 2014 the State Maritime RescuedZdination Centre of
Ukraine (MRCC Odesa) has ceased to receive the actual information in respect of
vessel sb6 position antonssituadet ih Cricneaf and m 13 7

T on 23 April 2017 the Russian Federation deliberately instigated the incident when
the Russian navy attempted to seize a Ukrainian rescue vessel duringadksAR
regul ar exercises i n UkrraainneeddgonSAR rri t or

Attempts of the Russian Federation to claim its control over the maritime rescue
subcentres of Ukraine, in particular in Kerch and Sevastopol, violate bot mult
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lateral and bilateral treaties in force, in particular. Agreement bettee®Go/-
ernment of Ukraine and the Government of the Russian Federation on Merchant
Shipping 1995, Agreement on @peration Regarding Maritime Search andRe

cue Services among Black Sea Coastal States 1998, and Agreement between the
Cabinet of Mnisters ofUkraine and the Government of the Russian Federation on
Cooperation in Maritime and Aviation Search and Rescue in the Black and Azov
Seas 2010. These illegal and outlaw actions taken by the Russian Federation will
have far reaching consequences for cohdgof search and rescue operations as
well as for the sa&ty and security of navigation in the maritime waters around the
Crimean Peninsula putting life at sea in danger.

At the same time, Ukraine has taken ¢
authorized activities to ensure that the obligations of Ukraine under the 1979 SAR
Convention are fully performed by Ukraine in its SAR Region as established by
international treaties. It is ensured, among others, by the National Maritime SAR
System, its bsic element being the Maritime Search and Rescue Service of
Ukraine. It embraces the State Maritime Rescueofdmation Centre (MRCC
Odessa), the Maritime Rescue Sbbntre (MRSC) in Mariupol, the UkrainiaraN
tional Data Centre of LonRange Identificatio and Tracking (NDC LRIT) in
Odessa, the Integrated Automatic Identification System (AIS), the Operational
Control Centre of Coast Radio Station (Odessa) of GMDSS Sea Area Al and A2,
the Coast GMDSS Radi o Stations orf Se
dyansk, the Coast GMDSS Radio Stations of Sea Area A2 in Odessa and Yuzhnyy,
the VHF remote site in Odessa, as well as the designated SAR units (high speed
rescue boats and rescue véssduly equipped for performing SAR missions and
manned with duly mpared SAR teams, as well as other necessary components.

Ukraine as the Black Sea coastal State extends its sovereignty to and nas sove
eign rights and jurisdiction over internal watdesyitorial sea, exclusive economic
zone and the continental shelf of Ukraine in water area of the Black Sea appertali
ing to the Crimean Peninsula. So we call upon all states and international arganiz
tions to refrain from any actions that might be intetpd as recognizing the Ru
sian Federationds unauthorized unyt!l at e
ing out its international obligations in the maritime area appertaining to the Crimea
Peninsular.

The above wagresentedy Ukrainian civil socety structures at theideevent
¢Threats for Human Dimension Issues in Maritime Sector: Ukrainian Exagnples
during the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting, which was heWan
saw, Polandpn the 26th of September 2019. Such Russian unauthorisedteral
actions in area of maritime search and rescue cause the strongest danger for the
human life on the Black and Azov Seas and in Kerch strait, they but became the
subject of the strongest attentions of the OSCE structures, such as OSCE Special
Monitoring Mission in Ukraine and others.

References:
1. the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, 1982 (UNE&ZDS
2. The International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 1974 (SE4AS
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3. the International Convention on Maritime Search and Re%8u6, (SAR79);

4. the Agreement on Cooperation regarding Maritime Search and RestitesSe
among Black Sea Coastal States, 1998 (Ankara Agreement);

5. IMO Circular Letters Nos. 3453, 3477 and 3490;

6. Resol ution of the Cabinet .08.f200dOmni st e
Improving the Operational Efficiency of the Maritime Search and Rescue &ystem

7. Resolution of the Cabinet of NOMni ste
Adoption of Procedure for the Crossing of State Border by the Ships while
Conducting Maritime Search and Res&;e

8. Resolution of the Cabinet of MOiste
the Approval of the Regulation of the Ministry of Infrastructure of Ukeajne

9. Resolution of the Cabinet of BKOnniste
the Reestablishment of a Unified Maritime Search and Rescue Sgstem
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CTPATETITA IIIAITPHEMCTBA

Jlocm ke HFsI BILUTHBY (haKTOPIB 30BHIMTHBOTO T4
BHYTPINIHBOTO CEPETORHMINA

BuspieHns noTpeGH y pO3BUTKY TIePCOHAIY

Tommyx ATIPHEMCTRA
anmpTePHATHBHIK
TILAXIB
361ILIITe HHST l
PeCcypCHIX } ( Asais W
MOXITHROCTeHE N
. MOMKITHBOCTEH
TIATIPHEMCTRE .
Bigcyrmi TATIPHEMCTER Hasshi
—
PO3POBKA CTPATEIT PO3BUTKY ITEPCOHAITY
3
DopMyBaHHS Il Ta 3aBIaHb PO3BUTKY TIEPCOHATY MIINPHEMCTRA
Po3pobxa moneni po3BHTKY [IepcoHaNy MIIIPHEMCTBE
Oprauizariitnmit I'pynoenii THIVBIAY ATHHIE
PO3BHTOK PO3BHTOK PO3BHTOK

— —

OCHOBHI HATIPAMH PO3BHTKY TepCOHATY

Cuctema
1HQOpMAIIFHOTO
3a0e3MeueHHS
MepCOHAILY

MANPHEMCTRA!
- OmiHKa NOTEHIIATY NpalliBHUKIB
I:> - llpodeciiine HaBRUAHHA ITePCOHATY
- ¥TpaBTiHHA Kap’ epoio TePCoHATY
- MOpMYBaHHS KaIPOBOTO PE3ePBY
|:> - PO3BUTOK yTIPaBIIHCHKHX KA/IPIB

- Po3Burox opraHizaiii KyIeTypH

A 4

TliaTprmka

eeKTHBHOT
CHCTEMI
MOTHBAIT
TIepCOHATy

AynuT posBHTKY mepconany (o1inka eGekTHBHOCTI peamisariii Ta KOHTPONIHT CTaHy
cTpaTerii PO3BUTKY TEPCOHATY TATIPHCMCTRA)
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